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perils, and uncertainty, if the said cause of matrimony should be
suffered still to continue in question, undecided; and, also, reduc-
ing to your remembrance the great blame that hath been arrected
to the clergy of this our realm, and specially to the heads and
presidents of the same, because they have not hitherto studied
and travailed for remedies to exclude and put out of doubt such
uncertainty, inconveniences, perils, and dangers; be moved in
your conscience, by reason of the premises, to endeavour your-
self, as far as yc may, by reason of your said office of Primacy,
to set some direction and end in the said cause of matrimony,
according to the pleasure of Almighty God; and thereupon ye,
duly recognizing that it becometh you not, being our subject, to
enterprise any part of your said office in so weighty and great a
cause pertaining to us, being your prince and sovereign, without
our licence obtained so to do; and, therefore, in your most humble
wise, ye supply unto us in your said letters, to grant unto you
our licence to proccde to the examination and final determination
of the said cause, in exoneration of your conscience towards God
and for the satisfying of your boumlen duty towards us, our
realm, succession, and posterity, in ad voiding of the said incon-
veniences.   And finally, in the end of your said letters, ye beseech
us to pardon your boldness and rude writing in that behalf, and
to take the same in good sense and part as ye do mean, calling
God to your record that only for the zeal that ye have to the
premises, ye have written your said letters, and for none other
intent, cause or purpose.

My Lord, where ye write in the last part of your said letters,
whereunto we make you first answer, that ye be moved only by
the zeal that ye have to justice, and for the exoneration of your
conscience against God, to write as ye do unto us, we cannot, of
reason, be discontented therewith, but condign!y praise you there-
in. And for that we perceive that yc have such a good mind
and fervent zeal to do justice, according to your office, for the
quieting of our realm, and for the excluding of such dangers and
perils as be in your said letters mcntionate, and also for putting
our succession and posterity out of question, doubt, and uncer-
tainty; we cannot but much commend and laud your good and
virtuous intended purpose in that behalf. In consideration